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Bossert on the block: Jehovah's Withesses to sell

Heights jewel

BY ADAM F. HUTTOM
The Brookiyn Paper

The Hotel Bossert, the swanky Brooklyn Heights building that was the site of
the Dodgers’knock-down, drag-out World Series victory party in 1955 and,
more recently, has served as a dormmitory for the Jehowah’s Witnesszes, iz on the

block.

The “For sale™sign iz the latest one to be slapped on Witnesses buildingzin
Downtown Brooklyn, DTTFED and Brooklyn Heights, where the century-old
faith iz based.

Last vear, the sect put up for sale six of itz 18 Brocklyn Heights properties,
including the Standish drmos Hotel on Columabia Heights, which sold for $50

million in Decemnber.

The Bosszert could o for twice as mauech, zaid Arlene Awawe, whose Sware
FRealty helped broker the Standizh Armsdeal.

“The Bossertis double the size and it’s a beautiful property, zo it could easzily
go for twice the money as the Standizh,” Awavesaid.

The ongoing selloff by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society — the business
arrn ofthe Jehovah’ Witnesses — comes as the Witnesses have aoved raost of
their publizhing and printing operations upstate.

Real-estate developers are salivating over the properties that have come on the
market, but locals say they will miss the Witneszes.

“4tthe Bossert, and at all of their buildings, the Witnesses have set a very

high standard in terms oftaking good care of their properties,” said Brooklyn
Heights Azzociation Executive Divector Tudy Stanton. “Brooklyn Heights has
benefited from the care and attention that theyr have putin to their buildings

and I hope that the new owners will keep up that tradition.”
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Witnaszes boughtitin 1088, it underwent a cornplete rehab thatineluded
restoration of the exystal chandelier and stone columns in the hotels lobbyr
and the renovation ofthe farnous Marine Roofrestaurant on the building’s top
floor.

“Brhen we bought the building, the Marine Roof was in coraplete ruin,” said
Richard Devrine, the Watchtower Society’s building manager. “But we rebuilt
the space as a banguet hall for our events and, of course, that will be available
tothe new owners, Its a gorgeous space with stunning wiews of Manhattan.”
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